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 D I R E C T  F R O M  A A S

S anitarians and environmental health
professionals are expected to compe-
tently and scientifically anticipate, rec-

ognize, evaluate, prevent, and mitigate risks
that pose threats to humans and the environ-
ment. As a student or a prospective or novice
environmental health professional, it is impor-
tant to learn and be aware of trends in popu-
lation health, the environment, business, and
technology related to the practice. Overarch-
ing these trends, and especially in the era of
social distancing and COVID-19, it is critical
to connect or reconnect with the practice of

environmental health and the people within
the profession. The most efficient method by
which professionals can optimize time, op-
portunity, learning, expense, and return on in-
vestment in achieving competence is through
attendance at professional conferences.

The advent of virtual conferencing cre-
ates an efficient method for students, pro-
spective professionals, novice professionals,
and tenured professionals to optimize time,
opportunity, learning, expense, and return
on investment in achieving competencies.
The American Academy of Sanitarians (AAS)

endorses the National Environmental Health
Association (NEHA) 2021 Annual Educa-
tional Conference (AEC) & Exhibition Three-
Part Virtual Series as an ideal opportunity to
learn, network, enhance professional compe-
tencies and create vertical career opportunity.

Virtual professional conferences offer:
• Education: Receive training, coaching,

and mentoring from experts and industry
professionals that are current and relevant.
Professional continuing education units
are a bonus!

• Relevance: Hear about new ideas, meth-
ods, and technologies. Ask questions, seek
feedback, share, contribute, and grow.

• Inspiration: Learn and interact with celeb-
rity environmental health profession-
als, experts, mentors, coaches, vendors,
and cohorts. Enthusiasm and passion are
contagious!

• Motivation: Learn what others have done,
or in some cases not done, that led to suc-
cess or enabled them to avoid pitfalls.
Meeting with high achievers makes one
realize you have the same potential. It can
be transformational!

• Exhibition: Exhibitors introduce new tech-
nologies, products, software applications,
and educational materials.

• $$$$: Conference attendees are more likely
than nonattendees to advance their careers
and make more money. Enough said!
The NEHA 2021 AEC Virtual Series will be

held in three parts and is bound by the theme,
“Together a Safer and Healthier Tomor-
row.” Dates for the conference series are April
20–21, June 1–2, and July 14–15. Diplomates
of AAS will participate in various live sessions
with question and answer opportunities and
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interactive polls; networking (individually 
and in forums), breakout sessions, and in the 
virtual exhibition. AAS is also working with 
NEHA to provide student sessions, coaching 
and mentoring opportunities, career advise-
ment to novice environmental health pro-
fessionals, and serve as ambassadors at the 
NEHA 2021 AEC Virtual Series. And finally, 
AAS will concurrently hold its second virtual 
Annual Business Meeting and General Mem-
bership Meeting on July 13.

Empirically, it used to be that people who 
have more knowledge command and acquire 
the most success and influence. AAS Dip-

lomates have learned that people with the 
greatest ability to connect knowledge and 
people acquire and command the most suc-
cess and influence. By extension, this virtual 
conference provides students, prospective 
professionals, and novice professionals an 
interactive, cost-efficient nexus for learning, 
networking, competency, success, and influ-
ence. Opportunity is presented that can build 
a path to being one of those who can connect 
knowledge with people to enhance the prac-
tice and profession of environmental health.

Please visit www.neha.org/aec for NEHA 
2021 AEC Virtual Series general information, 

dates, registration information, session top-
ics, and the schedule of events. Consider the 
return on investment extended with the great 
conference rates (the student registration fee 
for all sessions is just $95).

Final thoughts: You must attend this vir-
tual conference! Success comes with not only 
who you know but also who knows you! 

Corresponding Author: Brian Collins, Chair, 
American Academy of Sanitarians; Past Presi-
dent, National Environmental Health Asso-
ciation. Email: brianc83@verizon.net.
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